The market and educational principles in continuing medical education for general practice.
In an attempt to increase participation by established general practitioners (GPs) in continuing medical education (CME) the Department of Health in 1990 created an allowance (the Postgraduate Education Allowance, PGEA) to be spent by GPs on the educational provision of their choice. Although the PGEA has increased attendance by established GPs at educational activities, the market created in CME provision has favoured low cost activity of questionable value. This paper examines criteria for the validation of general practice CME, based on the principles of adult learning, which could be used to manage this market. Failure to adopt an appropriate validating process could lead to the PGEA becoming discredited and the imposition of periodic reaccreditation as a means of enforcing participation by GPs in CME.